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Message from the Director
U4

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of Rissho University, the library is pub-
lishing Rissho University Library KOKON ZENPON ROKU - 150 vyears of the
Library's History Through the Lens of the Book Collections. The title of this book
reflects the distinctive history of the university, which started as an educational
institution of Nichiren Buddhism, a denomination of Mahayana Buddhism.

Zenbonroku (collection of outstanding books) consists of three broad categories
of materials: (1) well-contented, well-corrected, and well-annotated materials; (2)
bibliographies, manuscripts, and printed books with an ancient and well-preserved
textual lineage; and (3) in Buddhist terminology, there are three broad categories:
Zenkon kudoku, which refers to the source of Buddha's enlightenment; zenpo, which
is the source of merit; and in Pure Land Buddhism, the name Namu-amida-butsu,
which refers to the name of the Buddha.

The library’s collection is a group of carefully procured materials consisting of
two parts. Part 1: 150 Selected Books, can be described as a selection of books that
reflect the enchantments of the written word. This section will also serve to guide
users through the vast amount of material in the library. It is a romantic journey
into the world of written words in fields that users may have never encountered
before.

Part 2: History of the Rissho University Library, describes the history of the
university through the lens of the library. It reveals the 150-year background of the
library, and the many twists and turns that were encountered to the present day.
Following the principle of * studying the past to gain new knowledge’, the second
part of the book explores the future of university libraries based on the history of
libraries to the present day. Although a wealth of materials is now available online,
there is no replacing the inspiration and lasting memories that access to original
hard copies can provide.

It is our hope that this publication will serve to make more people aware of the
resources available at the Rissho University Library and broaden the scope of our

connection with the world.

Fumiko Kohama

Director, Rissho University Library
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Message from the President
U4

Rissho University was founded in 1872 (Meiji 5) when a small Nichiren Shu
teaching institute was established at Jokyo-ji Temple in Shiba Nihon-enoki (pres-
ent-day Takanawa, Minato-ku, Tokyo). The small institute evolved into Daidanrin
Institute and then into Nichiren Shu University before finally becoming Rissho Uni-
versity in 1924. The former institution was a college with only one faculty of litera-
ture, but today it is a university with nine faculties and seven postgraduate schools.
The university celebrated the 150th anniversary of its founding in 2022.

The university library is a mirror that reflects the character of the institution.
Rissho University has previously published numerous bibliographical catalogs intro-
ducing the university library’s collections, which include “Nichiren Shu Books”, “The
Mizonoguchi Soryuji Shimada Collection”, “The Tanaka Keiji Collection”, “Ming
Dynasty Buddhist Scriptures”, “The Ming Dynasty Nanzo Collection”, and “Kawagu-
chi Ekai Materials from the Kawaguchi Ekai Collection. As these bibliographical cat-
alogs have a narrow focus on very specific fields and collections, we thought it
appropriate to introduce a selection of books from the entire library collection that
have supported the foundations of education and research. The books included in
this selection represent only a tiny fraction of the library’s vast resources. The his-
tory of the library and the library’s collection have also been chronicled.

It is our sincere hope that the publication of this book will serve to make more
people aware of what the Rissho University Library has to offer and lead to

increased utilization of the rare resources available here.

Eichi Terao

President, Rissho University
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