
 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND CIRCULAR 

 

International Field Conference and Workshop on Tephrochronology, 

Volcanism, and Human Activity 

 

Active Tephra in Kyushu, 2010 

 

 

 The inter-congress meeting of the INQUA International Focus Group on Tephrochronology 

and Volcanism (INTAV) will be held in Kirishima City, Kagoshima Prefecture, South Kyushu, 

JAPAN, May 9-17, 2010. This international field conference and workshop maintains the long 

tradition of very successful inter-INQUA tephra meetings held previously by SCOTAV 

(including in the USA, New Zealand, France and Canada) over the past 20 years. The next 

inter-congress meeting, entitled "Active Tephra in Kyushu, 2010" facilitates not only an 

opportunity for the presentation and discussion of the latest advances in tephra studies, but also 

provides an exceptional insight into the interactive history of volcanism, human activity, 

archaeology, and palaeoenvironments. 

Kyushu Island is an ideal location for this 

purpose. The conference venue, the city of 

Kirishima, lies adjacent to a beautiful 

national park and is known for its active 

volcanoes, volcanic lakes, and hot 

springs.  The currently active volcano of 

Sakurajima is nearby. The organizing 

committee warmly invites colleagues and 

friends around the world to join us and 

attend the field conference and workshop in 

May, 2010. 

 

 



IMPORTANT DATES 

 November 4, 2009: Registration and abstract submission begin  

 January 20, 2010: Deadline of travel grant application for young scientists 

 February 10, 2010: Deadline for registration and abstract submission 

 April 1, 2010: Third announcement and final program  

 Sunday May 9 to Friday May 14, 2010: Conference 

 Saturday May 15 to Monday May 17, 2010: Post-conference excursion  

 

CONFERENCE VENUE 

The Conference will be held in the Kirishima City 

Hall located in Kirishima City, Kagoshima Prefecture, 

JAPAN. It is five minutes’ walk from Kokubu Station 

on JR Nippou Line to the conference venue. 

Kirishima City Hall  

(3-45-1, Chuou, Kokubu, Kirishima City, Kagoshima) 

You can get information about sightseeing, gourmet, and hot springs in Kagoshima Prefecture 

from “Kagoshima Travel Guide (http://www.kagoshima-kankou.com/for/)”, and also “Kyushu 

Tourism Information (http://www.welcomekyushu.com/)” which covers all over the Kyushu 

district. 

 

 

HOTEL RESERVATION  

We prepare two hotels, Central Inn Kokubu and Hotel Kyocera for special discounted 

conference rate. Please make your reservation from here. 

Central Inn Kokubu is located next to the Kirishima City Hall as the conference venue. It 

offers single rooms, and several twin rooms. Hotel Kyocera, which is 1.5 km away from the 

conference venue, offers single rooms and twin rooms. You can walk down along the wide road 

from Hotel Kyocera, and it is easy to find the conference venue.  

We recommend making your reservation early because the rooms will be booked on "a first 

come-first served" basis. All reservation fees include breakfast, taxes and service costs. (You 

don’t have to pay any tips.)  

http://www.kagoshima-kankou.com/for/
http://www.welcomekyushu.com/
http://www.academiatours.com/autores/form1.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Inn Kokubu  (http://central-k.com/  only in Japanese) 

Single :   JPY6,200 per 1 person 

Twin :    JPY12,400 per 1 room (=2 persons) 

 

Hotel Kyocera  (http://h-kyocera.co.jp/  only in Japanese) 

Single :   JPY9,300 per 1 person 

Twin :    JPY18,000 per 1 room (=2 persons) 

  

  

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM KAGOSHIMA AIRPORT 

On Sunday, May 9 2010, free transportation by a bus will be available to bring participants to 

the conference hotel. The transportation details to and from Kagoshima Airport will be given in 

the 3
rd

 Circular. If you need domestic flight reservation, please send e-mail to official travel 

agency. 

e-mail : info at academiatours.com 

The large international airports in Japan are Narita, Kansai, Nagoya and Fukuoka. Participants 

arriving International Airport, Narita and Kansai will need to transfer (by Limousine Bus) to the 

nearby domestic airport, Haneda and Itami to fly on to Kagoshima airport which is close to 

Kirishima City. Also, you can fly to Kagoshima Airport via Inchon (Seoul, Korea) and Shanghai 

(China) Airports. All participants should plan to arrive by Sunday May 9.  

http://central-k.com/
http://h-kyocera.co.jp/


 

Participants arriving Narita Airport will need minimum connecting time 3 hours 30 minutes to 

Haneda Airport.  

From Narita Airport to Haneda Airport limousine bus schedule click here. 

From Haneda Airport to Kagoshima flight schedule click here. 

 

Participants arriving Kansai Airport will need minimum connecting time 3 hours 20 minutes to 

Itami Airport. 

From Kansai Airport to Itami Airport limousine bus schedule click here. 

From Itami Airport to Kagoshima flight schedule click here. 

 

From Nagoya Airport to Kagoshima flight schedule click here. 

From Fukuoka Airport to Kagoshima Airport flight schedule click here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ris.ac.jp/intav-jp/Narita%20Airport%20Limousine%20Bus.pdf
http://www.ris.ac.jp/intav-jp/Flight%20schedule%20to%20kagoshima.pdf
http://www.ris.ac.jp/intav-jp/Kansai%20Airport%20Limousine%20Bus_1.pdf
http://www.ris.ac.jp/intav-jp/Flight%20schedule%20to%20kagoshima.pdf
http://www.ris.ac.jp/intav-jp/Flight%20schedule%20to%20kagoshima.pdf
http://www.ris.ac.jp/intav-jp/Flight%20schedule%20to%20kagoshima.pdf


REGISTRATION 

 

Regular participants:    JPY 40,000 

Young scientists/Student participants:  JPY 30,000 

Spouse/accompanying person:  JPY 30,000 

 (Abstract volume and field guide not included)  

 

Post-conference excursion:   JPY 40,000  

(lunches and evening dinners not included) 

Post-conference excursion fee will be collected on the registration desk, when you 

arrive at the venue.  

!Caution! We accept 40 people at a maximum. Foreign participants will take first 

priority on the post-conference excursion.  

 

          Excursion includes: 

- travel by bus 

- tour guidebook 

- 2 nights' accommodation Sat 15
th
, Sun 16

th
 

- breakfasts Sun 16
th
, Mon 17

th
 

 

General refund policy:   

100% refund : ~February 10, 2010 at 24:00 (Japanese time, GMT+9:00) 

               50% refund : ~April 10, 2010 at 24:00 (Japanese time, GMT+9:00) 

                0% refund : after April 11, 2010 at 00:00 (Japanese time, GMT+9:00)  

 

Conference registration fee includes: 

 Abstract volume and field guide 

 Welcome party (May 9) 

 Refreshments (May 10 – May 11, May 14)  

 Working lunches (5 lunches: May 10 – May 14) 

 Dinners (May 10 – May 11)   

 Conference banquet at SATSUMA BEER (May 14)  

 Intra-conference one-day excursions (May 12, May 13) (evening dinners not included) 

 

Online registration is here (credit card only). 

https://www.crs-pac.net/registrye/registrye.asp?id=0187


SCHEDULE 

 May 9, 2010 15:00 – 20:30  Registration 

         15:00 – 17:00  Public lecture  

         18:00 – 20:30    Welcome party  

(Kirishima City Hall 8F Restaurant) 

 May 10, 2010  Technical sessions 

 May 11, 2010   Technical sessions 

 May 12, 2010  One-day excursion (Day 1) 

 May 13, 2010   One-day excursion (Day 2) 

 May 14, 2010   Technical sessions, workshops and farewell party 

 …… 

 May 15-17, 2010   Post-conference excursion 

 (Aso, Unzen, Kuju and Yufu-Zurumi volcanoes) 

 

LANGUAGE 

Only English is used. 

 

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

Kyushu area (especially Kagoshima) is the best place to discuss about tephra related subjects 

as explained previously, in this circular. This scientific program is tightly related to the new 

project of INTREPID (Enhancing tephrochronology as a global research tool) (see INTAV 

website http://www.env.auckland.ac.nz/about_us/intav.shtml) and an interlaboratory comparison 

exercise (see http://www.env.auckland.ac.nz/about_us/intav_lab.shtml). Participants are 

encouraged to submit papers on any topic involving tephra studies (such as characterization, 

correlation, methodology) and their application in palaeoenvironmental, archaeological, and 

volcanological or petrological studies, and various other disciplines and topics from the other 

projects such as PAGES, INTIMATE and so on. Keynote speakers will be up to date in INTAV-J 

Home Page as soon as possible, so please check it out at times. 

Provisional themes 

 Tephrochronological frameworks and paleoenvironmental reconstructions  (marine, 

ice-cores, and terrestrial records), such as INTREPID, INTIMATE and PAGES 

projects 

http://www.env.auckland.ac.nz/about_us/intav.shtml
http://www.env.auckland.ac.nz/about_us/intav_lab.shtml


 Tephra studies and archaeology 

 Regional studies 

 Geochemical protocols and methods and their development  

 Chronological development and databases 

 Objective correlation and quantification of uncertainty 

 Explosive volcanism  

 Magma genesis 

 Hazards in volcanic regions 

 

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION 

One page abstracts of research relevant to INTAV are encouraged for all participants and are 

required for all oral presentations and posters. Abstracts will be published (A4 black and white 

reproduction) in an INTAV proceedings volume. Please ensure that your abstract should be 

prepared following template (see below), and reviewed internally or by co-authors prior to 

submission. Please submit your abstract from here.  

 All abstracts must be submitted by February 10, 2010. Poster presentations are encouraged. 

Some authors may be asked to prepare a poster in the event that the number of proposed oral 

presentations exceeds the capacity of the conference program. Authors will be advised about 

this well in advance of the conference. 

 

Template for abstracts 

All text should be in 11 point Times New Roman <Abstract Template>.  

 

Type the title of your paper here 

Type author(s) name(s) here, e.g., Takaaki FUKUOKA 
1*

, Takehiko SUZUKI 
2
 & Kaori AOKI 

1
 

Type author(s) address(es) for all and e-mail address for corresponding author only here, e.g., 

1
 Graduate Courses in Environment Systems, Graduate School of Geo-environmental Science, 

Rissho University, 1700 Magechi, Kumagaya 360-0194, Japan 

*E-mail:  tfukuoka at ris.ac.jp 

2
 Department of Geography, Tokyo Metropolitan University, Minami-osawa 1-1, Hachioji, 

Tokyo 192-0397, Japan 

Format 

Type the text of your abstract here. Use Times New Roman 11 pt font. Your abstract should be 

https://www.crs-pac.net/registrye/registrye.asp?id=0187


less than 500 words and, including figures and tables, should fill no more than one A4 page. 

Keynote and invited speakers only are permitted a maximum of two pages. Inclusion of a list of 

a few carefully selected relevant references is recommended. Color figures and photos will 

appear in black and white in the published volume. Please set top and side margins at 22 mm 

and bottom margin at 25 mm. 

 

 

FIELD-TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 

One-day field trips 

We have planned two one-day field trips on May 12 and 13, 2010, visiting Kirishima 

volcanoes, the Satsuma peninsula, and the Osumi peninsula. In this field, there are various sorts 

of volcanoes which have erupted numerous tephras including large-scale ignimbrites in the 

Quaternary.  

Kirishima volcanoes close to the Kirishima City Hall (i.e. the conference venue) consist of 

more than 20 eruptive centers younger than 

0.3 Ma. Those young volcanoes are classified 

as either stratovolcanoes or monogenetic 

cones, which have produced numerous tephra 

layers and lava flows around the volcanoes. 

We can observe a sequence of Holocene to 

Pleistocene tephras mainly on the eastern foot 

of the volcanoes. We also visit Kakuto 

caldera to observe the reworked Ito 

ignimbrite from Aira caldera ca. 29 ka which 

directly flowed into the ancient lake in the 

caldera. As well as visiting tephra locations etc., participants will see a wide variety of volcanic 

landscapes and cultural and archaeological features in this area. 

In the Osumi peninsula, we will firstly visit Sakurajima volcano, which is currently very 

active, and generating vulcanian ash falls. We can see a rugged lava field erupted in 1914. Then, 

we plan to visit a buried torii (gateway at the entrance to a Shinto shrine) on the foot of 

Sakurajima volcano, which was covered with thick pumice-fall deposits in 1914. As Sakurajima 

volcano is currently active, we may see small eruptions and ash fallout during the conference. In 

the central area of the Osumi peninsula, east of Sakurajima volcano, we will see a large-scale 

pyroclastic plateau of Ito ignimbrite from Aira caldera (ca. 29 ka). This caldera-forming 

eruption also generated a widespread ash fall deposit, Aira Tn (AT) tephra, all over Japanese 

islands and surrounding ocean. We can observe the tephra sequence of Ito ignimbrite, a 



sequence of Sakurajima tephras, and Kikai Akahoya (K-Ah) tephra from Kikai caldera ca. 7.3 

ka, which is one of the youngest widespread tephra deposits in the Japanese islands. 

We visit one of the archaeological sites related to Sakurajima and K-Ah tephras. If we have 

time, we will visit the excellent archaeological museum of Kagoshima Prefecture (Uenohara 

Jomon no Mori). 

 

Post-conference excursion (May 15-17, 2010) 

Participants will visit the volcanic area in central Kyushu during the three days. The area 

includes some important Quaternary volcanoes such as Unzen, Aso, Kuju and Yufu-Tsurumi 

volcanoes. 

Unzen volcano, which consists of dacitic lava 

domes, is located in the western end of the area. It 

had been very active during 1990-1995. In 1991, a 

lava dome was growing and many block-and-ash 

flows were derived from it. One such flow killed 43 

persons. We will see 1990-1995 pyroclastic flow 

deposits, and will visit the memorial museum. 

Unzen volcano has two small calderas that formed 

debris avalanches. Going up to the rim of younger 

caldera, we can observe the 1990-1995 lava dome. 

In 2009 this area was certified as Unzen Volcanic 

Area Geopark Japan by GGN (Global Geopark 

Network established by UNESCO). 

Aso volcano, which is located at the center of the volcanic zone, is large-scale volcano with a 

wide and deep caldera and andesitic post-caldera stratovolcanoes. We can see a crater of the 

recently active stratovolcano, Nakadake, which erupts frequently. Around Nakadake and on the 

rim of caldera, tephra layers from post-caldera stratovolcanoes and from southern Kyushu will 

be observed. Four large-scale pyroclastic flows erupted when Aso caldera was formed. Aso-4 

pyroclastic flow is the most voluminous of them, and associated co-ignimbrite ash fallout 

covered the whole of Japan. We will see the proximal facies of Aso-4 pyroclastic flow deposit. 

Kuju volcano, next to Aso caldera, is composed of dacitic lava domes and andesitic 

stratovolcanoes. We can see the small-scale pumice and ash-fall deposits and block-and-ash 

flow deposits from there.  

Yufu-Tsurumi volcanoes are situated in the eastern end of the area. Based on tephrochronology 

and radiocarbon dating, both volcanoes are active during the Holocene period. Yufu volcano is a 

small stratovolcano with several parasitic lava domes/flows. Block-and-ash flows were formed 



by the collapse of an ascending lava dome in the latest 2.2 cal ka BP eruption. The summit lava 

dome was also formed at the final stage of the eruption. Tsurumi volcano consists mainly of 

lava domes /flows. The latest magmatic activity is the 1.8 cal ka BP vulcanian eruption. The 

phreatic eruption occurred at Garandake, one of parasitic volcano, at least two times. 

 The post-conference excursion will finish at Beppu city at 4PM, on Monday May 17. After 

reaching the JR Beppu Station, the bus will go to Oita airport by 5PM, enabling you to catch 

flights later to Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya etc. Alternatively, after the tour concludes you may stay 

Beppu city (at your own expense) and visit various hot springs in the city. Confirmation of 

registration and cancel policy will be announced on April 1, 2010. 

 

VISAS 

All visitors to Japan must have a passport that is valid for at least six months after their arrival. 

The Japanese government requires a valid visa for entry to Japan by people of many 

nationalities. Please consult your travel agent or a Japanese Embassy well in advance of your 

arrival regarding visa requirements. You may also check Japanese visa requirements for people 

of various nationalities at http://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/visa/02.html. If you need a letter 

from the Conference Secretariat related to visa application, please check ID application on 

STEP2 in Registration process. 

 

YOUNG SCIENTIST ASSISTANCE 

Young scientists including students are strongly encouraged to participate in the conference. 

Travel grants for young scientists (diploma/master and PhD students and postdocs) are made 

possible as results of grants from INQUA, PAGES, the Tokyo Geographical Society etc. They 

are intended to partially cover travel expenses (excluding hotel, meals and registration fee) to a 

maximum of 70% depending on request. To receive a grant, you must register for the 

conference and present a paper (oral or poster). 

 

Application Process 

To apply for a grant, please check ID application on STEP2 in Registration process, make a 

registration and abstract from INTAV-J Home Page, and also send your grant application letter 

(A4 size, 1 page) by FAX (+81-48-539-1640) or its PDF by e-mail (intav-jp at ris.ac.jp) before 

January 20, 2010. The awardees are selected by the organizing committee and will be notified 

of the grant by the end of January.  

http://www.mofa.go.jp/j_info/visit/visa/02.html


The body of the message should include: 

• Please write your document title as Young Scientist Assistance Application 

• Name (Family name, first name), male or female, date of birth, status (diploma student, master 

student, doctoral student, postdoc, research fellow), and work address 

• Your flight costs 

• A short statement (maximum half a page) from your advisor/supervisor in support of your 

application 

• Your advisor’s/supervisor’s name and signature 

 

 

PROCEEDINGS 

The papers presented at the conference will be peer reviewed and the accepted ones will be 

published in a special tephra-related volume of Quaternary International. It is anticipated that 

papers for this volume will be required to be submitted by September 2010 (details to be 

confirmed later) so that refereeing and production can be achieved to facilitate the earliest 

possible publication of the volume. An abstract booklet will be published by the organizing 

committee and will be available at the conference. 

 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

Chairman:  Takaaki FUKUOKA (Rissho University)  

Vice Chairman:  Hiroshi MORIWAKI (Kagoshima University) 

Secretary:    Takehiko SUZUKI (Tokyo Metropolitan University) 

Members:    Ryusuke IMURA (Kagoshima University) 

Shinji NAGAOKA (Nagasaki University)  

Kaori AOKI (Rissho University) 

David J LOWE (Waikato University, New Zealand)  

Senior Adviser:  Hiroshi MACHIDA (Tokyo Metropolitan University) 



SPONSORS 

This conference is supported by followings. We express our thanks to them. 

The International Union for Quaternary Research (INQUA) 

Past Global Changes (PAGES) 

Tokyo Geographical Society 

Kirishima City 

 

 

CONTACT US 

If you have any question about this conference, abstract submission, etc., please ask us by 

e-mail (intav-jp at ris.ac.jp). 


